
THE PARISH OF KILLEEDY. 

SI TION. Thia Parish is situated in the Bar 
and is bou~ded oa the north Monagay. on ~he east 
Mahoonegh, Killohollahan and DrQmcullaher, on the sout 
of Cork and on the west by the Co. of Kerry. 

,f Glenquin 
ose of 

by the Co. 

NAME. The name of this P,:.1,rish w,1s or·iginally 8L:;.ain Chreadh
e.il, tl:Je Religions Retirement, but in la"':;ter ages it ha:3 taken the 
name of' Kill-Ide from the Virgin St.Ide, the St. Bri t of Munster 
who founded an Ah bey here about the yeac 569 « Gough - •• Lis foolish 
a.dditions to Camden ;:';;.pposes that th2 Abbey of Clua.in adhail 
or Kill-Ida ~as at Castletown Mac Eniry, but in thie ha was misled 
by Archd.2,11 who had been misled by O'Halloran. All tt 1sse writers 
suppos that the T(:n-:ri tory of the Hy Conaill Gabbra was only a 
part of the p;·eser1t Barony of Conello, but in this were en-
tirely wistak:en, for we have the most satisfactory evidence to 
prove ~hat that Territory, in the west of wnich the Church of Kill
Ita is described to be, comprised not only the modern Baronies of 
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that name» but also the entire of the Barony of Glenquin; but as I 
shall speak more at la,rge on this subject when treati of the an
cient Territories of which the Co. of Limerick consists, I shall 71 
adduce only one quotation from the topographical poem c::>f O'He::,rin, 
which will settle the question. After mentioning the Territories 
of O'Keeffe and Magawley he gives notice of his moving out of these 
Territories over Sliabh Luachra into Claonghlais in Country of 
the Hy-Conello. Now what clearer evidence could be :.~equired than 
this? Claonghlais is in the Parish of Ki.lleedy and i:n the Barony 
of Glenqui:n, and the tJhurch of Killeedy is described n ,3,ll the 
ancient authorities as at the foot of Sliabh Luachra 
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Ticcem tar Lua.chair ale 
Imeirce is oirches d'ecse 
Gus an gClaonghlais bhfuair bhfleadhaigh 
An chuain braonghla.is bileadhaigh 
Hui Conaill eatha Kumha.n 
Toirtea.mhail an tiomsughadh 
Ratheaghlach ris nach dual dr61m 
Sluagh caithfeadhna.ch o'geuilein. 

Let us pass over Luachair onwards 
An emigration which is meet for the learned 
Unto Cla.onglais, the cold, the festive 
Of the green irriguous woody land. 

The old Church of Killeedy at which the memory of ;,he Virgin 77 
Saint Ida is still held in the highest veneration, is a curious 
re&1na.nt of antiquit~, though much injured and partly remodelled. 
It consists, as it stands at present, of nave and choir, the one 
measuring forty seven feet three inches in length and twenty nine 
feet two inches in breadth on the inside and the other thir~y 
seven f'eet by eighteen feet. The chuic was modernized snd used 
as a Protestal'!t Church till about forty yean: since, from whioh 
period there has beea no service in the Parish. Its walls are 
in tolerable preservaticn and measure ten feet six inches in 
height and two feet six inches in thickness. The choir arch is 
in very good preservation but cents.ins no part of the ancient 
work. It 1s constructed of chiselled lime stones in the pointed 
style and measures ten ftiet nine inches in width and abou~ thir-
teen feet from the present level of the floor to the vertex. This 
choir contains three modern windows; one in the middle of the 
south wall, another opposite it in the north wall and the third 
in the east gable, but these, not being more than a century old, 
are not worth tbe attention of the antiquarian. 

The nave of this Church is in the primitive Irish style and 
in all probability a part of the original Church of St. Ida. The 
west gable is now destroyed down to the very foundation, but 
there are people li~ing who saw a part of it st~nding and these 
~ssert that it contained a doorway consisting of concentric arches 
(like the doorway in the west gable of the Church of Clonfert in 
the Co. Galway). 78 

Of the north wall of this nave only a fragment remains, which 
is connected with the middle gable and measur,s eighteen feet six 
inches in length and about nineteen feet six inches in height, but 
nearly the entire of the south wall is standing to its original 
height (nineteen feet six inches}. It contained two beautiful 
round-beaded windows, but unfortunately ~ne of them is disfigured 
on the inside and outside by the unenlightened vene1ators of St. 
I4a, who are in the habit of pulling ou~ the cut stones of this 
building to place them at the heads of the graves of their departed 
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friends. The window above referred to as destroyed is placed at 
the distance of five feet three and a half inches from the middle 
gable, bu.tits dimensions ~a.nnot te determined though it id prob
able that it was exactly of the same size with the other, wbich is 
in better preservation. This is placed at the distance f thirty 
one feet tan inches from the middle gable; it is constructed of 
bea.1Jtifully chiselled free stone and round-headed inside and out
side. On the inside it is placed at the height of four feet nine 
inches from the present level 8f the ground and measures six feet 
two inches in height and two feet nine and a half inches in width. 
On the outside it is placed at the height of six feet seven inches 
from the level of the ground, but destroyed excep~ four cut stones 
near its head. 

The side walls of the nave are hoth of the original work; 
they a.re three feet one and a half inches in thickness and very 
well built of large stones cemented with excellent mortar. The 
middle gable is surmounted with a small modertJ belfry placed di
rectly over the choir arch, both of which were erected when the 79 
choir o:f this building was fitted up for a Protestant Church. 

At a short distance from the Church to the nor~h west 1n the 
Church yard is Saint Ida's Well, now dried up. The festival of 
the Saint is still observed at it on the 15th of .January, and the 
well is celebrated for curing the small pox in children and other 
diseases. 

Immediately to th~ north west of the Church is situated, on 
a small hillock which iR nearly insulated by 1:1. stream, a fragment 
of the Castle of Killeedy, which looks very conspicuous from every 
direction you approach it, though it consists of only a fragment 
of the south wall. Tradition ascribes ils erection to King John. 

About one mile to the west of this Cgstle in the Town1and 
of Glenquin North is the lofty Castle of Glenquin from w0ich the 
Barony has taken its name. It is now beautifully rt~paired by Mr. 
Furlong of Newcastle, the Earl of Devon's Agent. It is thirty feet 
by forty feet and the highest part of it 1s ~even stories high. It 
is now in such a state of' preservation as will preserve it for sev
eral centuries more. 

At a short distance from this Castle i.s an old ChL,rch called 
Taampu.11 na h-Inghine Baoith, i.e., the Church of' St. Inneenboy, 80 
the Patroness of the Dalcass ians. It measures s i:xty sever, feet 
i.n length on the out.side and eighteen feet. six inches in breadth on 
the inside. The north wall is destroyed except a fragmett at the 
nor~h west corner eleven feet in length and !leven feet in height. 
A considerable portion of it together with a white-thorn which grew 
out of it was blown down by a late (recent) storm. 

The south wall is in tolerable preservation but al: its fe~tures 
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are destroyed or disfigured. The doorway is on it at the distance 
of fifteen feet from the west gable; it is destroyed at the top on 
the outside, but on the inside it forms a flat arch q,t the top a.nd 
measures six feet ten inches in height and three feet six inches in 
width. On the outside it is two feet two inches in width but its 
height cannot be ascertaJned. It is constructed of hammered red 
free stone. Besides this doorway the sou.th wall contained two win
dows, which 9.re now reduced to shapeless breaches. The east gable 
is nearly destroyed, but the west gable is in gQod preservation 
and clothed i.n ivy but it contains no feature. The walls are three 
feet two inches in thickness and constructed of hammered red stones 
oemented with lime and sand mortar. 

This r.burch is about five centuries old, but it is probable 
that it occupies the site of a primitive Irish Church built by the 
Patroness of Killinaboy in the Co. of Clare. I here insert what 
the Irish writers have collected of the history of this Parish:-

CLUAIN CREADHOIL* Irish Calendar. 

15 January. fte 6gb 6 Chluain Creadhoil Midi ainm oile dhi; 
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a.si ro fhudaing rns..r mhartra ar Dhia.. Daol do bheadh aga d.iul ga.n 
fhios do :rrnoch go haimsir imehein gu.r bho meaidighth1or· ore no ba.nbh 
go r6 ciaoi a lea.th uile {etc.) Deirdre a chead ainm. A.D. 569. 

Is bag nach ndearna si fde dhi fen J.O'D. 

15th January. Ite, Virgin o~ Cluain Credhoil. Mide was an
other name for her. It was she who snffered great tortures for 
the love of God; she permitted a daol to suck her unknown to all 
for a long time, until it grew to a size greater than that of a 
sucking pig, so tha-A;; all her side was weakened, etc. Deirdre was 
her first name. Anno Dni. 669. (Poor Idy was an idiot - .T.OtD.) 

This insect called daol or Darbh Dael is well known and uni
versally detested by the Irish people, because they b8lieve that 
he feeds on human flesh in the Church yards. 

Annals 4 Masters:-

"A.D. 569. S. Ite ogh 6 Cluain Creadhail deac an 15 January. 
As di ba ha.inm Mide.• 

•A.D. 569. St. Ite (Idy) virgin of Cluain Credhail, died on 
the 15th of .Tanuary. She was also called Mide." 

* Now Kilmudy near Glenduff, Co. Limerick E. 2urry. 

Nof but Killeedy in the Barony of Glenquin four miles o the 
south of Newcastle .T.O'D. 

12 
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Historical sketch of the family of Saint Ita. 
AA.SS. p.66, Col.I, Cap.l. 

Vit. 8. Itae, aliis Uidae, Virginia et Abbat. 
Bx Oodice Kilkenniens1 (1). 

Con 1.!erning the Life and miracles of the most clessed (of her 
country and family) Virgin Ita (2 & 3) we wish briefly to relate 
t,ome commendation { oommendationem) for much with respect to her 
miracles lies concealed of us, because she herself always hid 
them; and what happened to herself alone she related to nobody; 
but others which we know, we omit for brevity's sake. Indeed, 
the m,::ist holy Virgin Ita was sprung from the most noble family 
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in Irel~nd; from the seed of Feidhlim Reachtmhuir (4) by whom all 84 
Ireland was for many years rul,d in monarchial power in the Town 
of Royal Themoria. But he had three sons, that is, Fiacha, Conn, 
Eochaioh. Fiacha indeed, having three sons, died without (enjoy-
ing) the government, or before that his paternal kingdom descended 
to him. But Conn, surviving his brother, powerfully ruled in 
greatest felicity the whole of Ireland; and he (0 woe!) was slain 
in battle which was engaged in the Plain of Cobha. (5) by the King 
of the Ultonians, who w~s called Tybraide Tireach (5) - Constan-
tinus Rex Hiberniae occisus a Tipradio, Rege Ultoniae. Those (6) 
three sons of his brother Fiacha with great numbers of people and 85 
a great army, came from Themoria to the Country of the Mumonia.ns 
and seized there on a very large territory, nobly arid bravely by 
their swords, which is now-a-days called Nandesi (7) from which 
t.ribe the most noble Virgin S. Ita (she was sprung from royal 
blood) has descended; who from the font of baptism was filled with 
the Holy Ghost; for'all ad~ired the continence and morals of her 
infancy and her abstinence on days on which the servant of God 86 
~ught to fast. And many mira~les seemed to be performed through 
her when she was a little infant; and when she was able to talk 
and to walk she appeared prudent in her discourse and work, sweet 
in address (or) conversation and constant tn mind, setting forth 
always most chaste words :from her mouth, mild towards all, very 
generous, fearing and loving God, prohibi~ing always e~il 1 per
suading good; eo she lived in the house of her parents during her 
girlish years. 

Notes page 71, Col.l. 87 

(1). Speaks of ~he Book of Kilkenny from which the life 
published has been taken, and of the Book (coctex) of the Island 
of All Saints in which there is another life given of the Virgin 
Ita. (2). Speaks of her name, eto. (3). Remarks on the origin 
of the various modes of writing some (Irish) names, etc. 
(4). Feidhlim Rechtmur. This King of most celebrated name in our 
histories obtained the cognomen Rechtmur .i. Legifer vel Legislator 
that is, Legislator, because he 9.gumented his name and fame by 88 
the severity of Justice and Laws: as the most learned ten testi
fies in Book 2 about the Kings of Ireland:- "Fedhlimius Eechtmur" 



LIIIBRICK. 31 

he says "has this appellation from the excellence of the laws 
passed 1n his time throughout Ireland•. He died in the ninth year 
of bis reign according to the same (author) and the author of the 
Life of S. Declan and the Four Masters in the Annals, who add that 
he died in the year of Christ 119. (5). In oampo Gobha. In the 89 
copy which I use is read Cotha, but erroneously, for the Codex 
Insulensis (tbe MS. of the Island of All Saints) and others have 
Cttbha, which is a celebrated Pla.1n in Ulster, commonly called 
Mag Cobba from a King of the Ultonians who was called Typraide 
Tireach - C.l. The Four Masters and Keten (already) cited agree, 
who write that tnis Conn or Constantine, a most celebrated King 90 
of Ireland, was slain in the year of his reign 35th and of Christ 
157th by .aforesaid Tipraid, King of Ulster (Ultorum) who is here 
~alled King of the Ulti {Ultonii - Ultoniorum) although the author 
of the life of S. Declan does not attribute to him but twenty 
years' reign. (6). Tres-antem illi filii fratris sui Fiacha, 
etc. These three sons were Ross, Aengu.Rs and Bhl{pne, as is found 
in the Life of Saint Declan, C.l and 3; or, according to the •ueno
logium Genealogicum•, C.16, Ross, Eugene and Artoorb. See oon
cerning the Saints sprung from the seed of these brothers below in 
Appendix C.2. (7). ~uae gens hodie Nan Desi vocatur, C.l. The 
Irish word Nan Desi slgnifies the same as Desiorum in Latin {illa 
gens.) for that tribe (was) then and is at this day called the 
Tribe of the Desii. 

Cluain Chredhuil ~r Kilita Cap.VI X.V Januarii. 91 

She vows virginity publicly in a Church. 

An angel ehows her the place in which she might serve God. 

The Vil'"gin !ta afterwards prayed to the Lord to shoe her a. 
place in which she might serve Him, and behold! the Angel of the 
Lord came to her, saying: leave this Country and go to that Terr
itory which is called Hy-Conaill (9) and you shall remain in the 
western part of the same Ter•ri tory a.t the foot of the Mountain of 
Luachr11. (10) and t:he Angel of' the Lord will come to l101i tbere and 92 
will show you the place in which will be your city, in which you 
will emig~ate to the Lord. For you shall be the Patroness of the 
people (or tribe - gentis) of' Hua.conaill, which tribe (quae gens) 
has been given to you and Saint Senan (11) by tbe Lord. 

Hearing these words of the Angel, St. Ita proceeded with her 
'Jompanions to thr,.t territory, and remained at the foot of the Moun
tain uf Luachra at, he told her and the Angel of the Lorcl immediately 
came -t.o hi:,r and potnted out to her a ple.ce 1n which she might serve 
God. And instantly the fa.me of the most holy Virgin was spread 
throughout tne whole of that Territory and mauy Virgins came from 93 
( nine et inde) every qu.a,rter to S. Ita to serve God unde1~ her care 
and she piously and with a. chee:r:ful mind received them all. (Hine 
inde on every side, here and there. Plin. Ainsworth's Dictionary). 



LIMERICK. 32 

Notes p.71 1 Col.2. 

{9). Q,uae vocatur Hyoconaill C.6. (This) is a ter::.~itJry sit
uated a~ tbq southern bank of the River Shannon (and) ts at this 
day CAlled Con9.1leha. (10). Ad radices Montis Luachra, c., 
Cap.6. foot of this Mountain in the Diocese of L~ruerick 94 
was the very famous Monastery of S. Ita, which is called Cluain 
Credh::.j 1~ as our Mt:i,rtyrologies stc1,te at this day and s at 
the year 569. 

Quae gens t1bi & S. Senano data est, etc., C.6. S. Senan of 
Inis- 'atahlg ands .. Ita are the two Patrons of the whole Terri
tory of Hna~onaill, near Limerick. See the Li.fe of St. Senan at 
8th of March and our notes to it. 

Page 72, Col.2. 91 

it C.33. 

in, g~ss, tbs Marty-ology of Tamlact 
8.1g ~··e e " rp}; i S ... v ... l :Cg i::--1 r·ln,:.~r l ";,~!2ca '.:; f:tl1d al~KTa .. ys cunt .irr:..le S 

vener~::·:~<.:.i ·,r~. ,_;;_,n1c'.·'"g tl1e Ir .. ·1 s1~J c".,:: a.e.e 'tJnt of l1e1~ 07111 and_ 
sanct :~r :: her· clis,_.ipl.es .. F- .. r, besi1ies l1er· cv-vn sJ.st I" 

g;;,2s Auctus 

t;xcellsnt 
Fina 

and c }1sr~ :.cly ·vt:r.·g:~:1::.,, t n1Im 1·;1~ov~s flol:v= Co11fes;:.)-rt: 
she r ,t,1,· E.'.': 11 tJ:::.e beginning of their youth and imbus 1:c holy 
studi ----J~ rJerl_~ t-h-:. 1.111c:,1~3 ~~··e21da11, S2p·'(:-e11ni~:;i.l Sa~ ... -;~::,;) .·se1:>t-
enni2 Ocean; S. Cwnin. Archbishop; a ;3. Pul-

of C1 <:~_ i.,,~(J.::--.;~ 1·~-·1s.,:J ~r1C ti: tl1e le Te~critor:t of -.-tti.J .. : 1tJith 
soJen~:··;_ :t~ ~--:.s~=·~ 1-. ~t. ci .. l~3c1 :1 Tar· ito1~y of· tl:1e Desii :..~:: f'-.. a.ce 
'1Vhic}:-.L ~~ Sill CL ::SLQ·j Qe. S!_·s 18 ~1e.cy oJ.'"'Ce -~ 

of Sa ut ~1eNa i6 May; cherius, 3ri 
Nover1~:;;~:r; .,.~ ~ j).tn21iriE.,e-.. ; c1 1 Co\!:.- CI' 11 l1j_ s J3ool~ 

her a f~ ,) • l n 
the same , etc. 

Cap.111, App 

te2tiwonies ~ith respect tc 

ia11 GoJ~n1ar1, 8~ J1J311:1g·q_s dotn,:sstic 
tilogi s pl:c:,G3 th:: sLtvaJ. of th1:, Virgin o:·1 t.niE: 
at w1.~.i ::·eco1)J'11. so:11· ,i:t' Yer eulogie,3 and :cac:l 
Ma~rty·rol(:gy of T8.,Yn:_a~:-•t ( 8,3,rs): "~f/"e sJ_eep (Dor~rr1J. 

·3 Lives 

:'.. a. S'.J~,, 12th 
ints 

of 
_t.. io'l1 at 

Ita nf! "~-111·3 F'"') t- i'S o~r Cctr-r::rc-•.V .. :3' ii en(1a~r~ ·:;. 
(says): "S. I~a or M te~ of Kefinfoe aL~ 

corb, 
The L 
I Sfl,g-., 

-:-· .Art-
J. 8t[! us t 

3,;., and 
llia 

97 
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Gau.re. in Mu.:1.ster." S.AEnguss in his FestiJogy (:::,ays): "S.Ita of 99 
Cluani-Credhuil having suffered ci)nti:nually many tort:,res I having 
made use of much abstinence, the burning lamp of ti1e womet, of Mun
ster." The Ma.rtyrology of DonegBl (Eays): "Sain~ Ita of Clu1-1in 
Credhu.il, otherwise called Mida; her fir·st and proper m,.me was 
Derthrea or Dorothea, continually suffered for tht: Lord a rare 
and living martyrdom, permitting her flesh t0 be corroded by a 
certain kind of a poisonous vermin {veneno~i vermis) for a long 
space of time, so that the verm1.n thus by degrees, w8.sting and 
consuming her side, grew to the size of a young pig (porcini 100 
faetus). She died in the yaar 569." St. AEnguss in his Scholia 
to his Festilogy, or another ancient Scholiast of the same (says): 
"St. Ita of Clua1ncred.hui1. Cluain-Chredhuil is the :name of the 
place or retreat (lJci sive secessus) in which is her cell in the 
Territory of Cona.lli8.. But 3he is called Ita from (her) thirst 
of divine love; Dorothea was her first name; her alumnus first 
called her Ita, that is Thirst (S1tim) and hence the name of It.a 
adhered to her. A vermin called Daol was wont to suck out her 101 
blood and this emaciated her si.cte for a long time, all being ig
norant (of it) until at length it (the vermin) grew to the size 
of a young pig (sucking pig). Whilst herself went out on acer-
tain day, that vermin coming out of its h~le (caverna) as usual 
thus approached; her disciples saw it and killed it. But she 
havi.ng returned home inquired who was the cause of th"': extinction 
of her alumnus. The sisterA asking pardon, replied that they 
themselves killed it thinking that it was a. noxious and venemous 102 
scorpion. (Says the handmaid of Christ) the rule of this Monas-
tery after me (God so disposing it) will not be in th~ power of 
women. And turning herself to God, she says: 'I will not. be 
content until the Lord who has taken that alumnus (or nursling) 
from me, gives himself to be ~arried and nursed (recolendum -
recolo signifies to cultivate, exercise, polish. It might be 
translated •attended to" in the present instance) in the form of 
an infant.• Then the Angel who was wont to appear to her, app-
earing, says to her: 'What you have asked you will receive.' 103 
Then Christ ap~eared to her in the form of a beautiful boy." In 
like manner the Mart Salisburiense at the sRme day, 15tn 3anuary 
{says}: "In Ireland the Festival of S. Dorothea, who was also 
called by another name, Sithe, who was sprung from high blood; 
when she was espoused to a man she fled off to a nunnery, where 
the devil appeared to her, and when he could not persuade her to 
obtain that she would relinquish her purpose, he began sever3ly 
to threaten her; but she, contemning all his wiles, rec~ived the 104 
habit on the following day and having afterwards become an Abbess 
of holy life and many miracles, she singularly loved poverti, so 
that when gold or riches were offered her she threw them away with 
displeasure and asked for water for washing her hands hecause she 
touched earthly filth and dirt.• These have been taken from the 
Martyrologies. In the Lives also of oth9r Saints of our Country, 
there is frequent and celebrious mention of her found, and some 
of her encomiums and miracles are r~corded in the Life of Saint 105 
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:Uocbeomoc (who was) both her nephew by her sister and (was) her 
alumnus, C.2 & 3. On a certain time Beoanus, a builder {artifex) 
erected a certain noble edifice in the Monastery of Saint Ita, 
which teing finished Saint Ita says :,o him: Ask a rec, __ ,mpense. 
(Pete pretium) Master, what do you wish for the labor of your 
art (or trade?). He says: Promise me in Christ, holy mother, 
what I will ask. And the Virgin promised him whatever he would 
ask. Then Bec,anus says to the St-i.int of God: -You yourself know, 
pious mother, that y~)ur sister, my wife, is barren and Wr have 106 
no heir, therefore ask God for us that we m~y have a son; the 
holy Virgin says to him: You will (habebitis jam) ere long have 
a son, chosen before (in the presence of) God and men, which pro
phecy was after a time cornple,;ect. A certain cruel King by name 
Crunnmhnel from the southern part of Hua-Conaill, much c,ffended 
the tribe which (gent.em quae) is called Corco-bhascinn, arid came 
one time with a numerous army to plunder the people (ipsam ple
bem) and made a great slaughter of the soldiers resisting him, 
and among wbom (& inter quos) Beoar1us, the builder (art i.fex) was 
beheaded. But his wife was as yet barren and had not an heir; 107 
who (quae, who - the wife) came to the slaughter (ad stragem -
strages, means a multitude of men slain) together (cum) with her 
(suis) people to search for the dead body (cadaver) of her hus-
band. Now, finding the head she could not recognise the body. 
Which (the head) she bcought with her and showed t.o St. Ita, her 
sister, weeping and saying: Not this dear sister, you h~ve pro
mised, saying that he would leave a son after him, and behold, 
my womb r::irnains closed wit.h barrenness, Whilst (c.rnm, when, may be 
used) he has been slain. To whom Saint Ita says: Do 1nt weep, 108 
sister; God is powerful to assist us and fulfill my promi:::;e. Go 
then and put (cornpone - compono signifies also to join cloRe to
gether) the head on (ad) his body. NessR, her sister, replied to 
St. Ita; Indeed we cannot recognise his body among the great 
multitude of the slain, by reason oft.he excessive q_uant:t:y of 
blood spilt. The holy Virgin Bays: Call him by his name three 
times in memory of the most Holy Trinity and he will rise and 
come to you~ you will put the head on him and he will say ~o you, 
O woman, why have you called me, for I was well (happy). And 109 
the woman did according to this instru-:::t.ion (praeceptum) and he, 
strong in soul and sound and entire body, the power of God per
fecting (him) says t,) his wife what the holy Prophetess Ita ha.cl 
said. Then he and his wife proceflded together s.nct came to St. 
Ita, giving thanks and bending their kneee. Blessed Ita says: 
Do you wish to remain, friend, in this life, or do you now go to 
heaven? Beoanu:.5 replies to her saying: As nottiir1g do I reckon 
the whole world and as if it were dung in comparison of sternal 
joy·. Then St. Ita says to him: It is good however that the 110 
recompense which I l1ave promised you should be given you. Thet, 

St. Ita should have bee:'.'l put under the care of such a person 
as Mr. Jackson at Limerick J.o•n. 



LIIIIIUOK. 35 

Saint Ita washed him wlth water and afterwards there was no wound 
found on him, and (she) blessed him and consecrated and sent him 
with his wife to his house. And Beoanus himself slept with his 
wife, and the Lord opening her womb she conceived a son full of 111 
the grace of God and venerable." Also in the Life of St. Brendan 
of Cluanfert, who was another alumnus of hers, much is found con
cerning her, 3, 4, 44, 46, 47 & 56, of which hear (or receive) 
the followingt-

"And the pious boy Brendan was nurtured for one year in the 
house of his parents, and at the end of the year the holy Bishop 
Ere came* after? {post) St. Brandan and brought him then with him 
to be nurtured with the most holy Ita, dwelling in her famous Mon
astery, formerly called Cluain-Uhredhuil but now Kill-Ite, that 
is, the Cell of Ita, near the foot of the Mountain of Luachra 112 
in the Territory of Hua-Conaill Gabhra; and Sa.int Ita with great 
joy received the holy infant and nurtured him five years and loved 
him very much, and the glorious Virgin Ita, seeing him frequently 
of a cheerful mind interrogated him, saying, 0 holy infant, What 
gladdens you, Saint? The little one said in puerile spe~ch: Be-
cause I see you speak to me and the c~her holy Virgins like you, 
and they always make me glad holding me in their arms; the Saint 
said to him: Let there be joy in heaven, my son, about you. Now 
after five years the above mentioned s. Ere, the Bishop, came and 113 
brought S. Brandan with him to read, and 8. Ita was sad ahout the 
absence of her alumnus. In the mea.ntime S. Brendan proceeded 
to 8. Ita, his nurse, which holy Virgin of God, with piety em-
braced him in her bosom, whose mind the holy man refreshed with 
the miracles which he saw in the ocean. And below {or afterwards) 
But o~ a certain day S. Brandan sailed to the aforesaid Island 
of Truma alias Crumma. And he left one youth on the shore to take 
care of tbe vessel (navem). An overflowing oft.he tide having 
occurred, germanus illius fratris, says to S. Brendan, 0 holy 114 
Father, the tide roughly overflows and carries off' tbe vessel, 
and will overwhelm my brother and he shall be dead. To whom 
S . .arendan, moved with anger says: Do you lov3 him more than I 
(me?). If then you wish to compassionate him more, go to him and 
die for him. Now, the brother obeying, went off Rpeedily to the 
place and the sea instantly surrounded him on every side and he 
was drowned. But to the former youth who was his germat1u.s, the 
sea was as a wall, as even to Moses. Then, S. Brendan feared the 
Lord with regard to the death of his brother, deeming himself tl'le 
killer of him. And he asked holy men on that account, the verbum 115 

* Fini toque anno veni t Sanctus Ei;isc::;pus Ercus post Si::t.rictum 
Brandanum, & duxit etc., might be rendered perhaps more correc~ly 
"Bishop Ere came afterwards and brought St. Brandan, etc," If 
post be taken as a preposition, as it seems to be by the text, 
the translation would-run as on this page. Such an acceptation 
however seems strange. 
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paenitentiaB (literally the word of penance) who said to him: 
Go to the holy Prophetess of God, Ita, who was his nurse, and 
she will tell you what it behoves you to do." 

She (St. Ita) prescribes to S. Brendan a mode of doing penance. 

And S. Ita said to himt Perform at some time a pilgrimage, 
because you are guilty in his d.eath. And preaoh to men (people) 
that you may lead other souls to the Lord. 

Afterwards S. Brendan sailed on a pilgrimage to Britain. 
And below. At length the Most Blessed Virgin, the above mentioned 
Ita, the nurse of S. Brendan, said in her own heart on the night 116 
of the Nativity of our Lord: I wish to receive on this holy night 
the Body of the Lord from the hand of my alumnus, the most. holy 
Brendan. And the most faithful Virgin, cising on that night to 
celebrate the vigils in her own Monastery, was taken up by an 
Angel, secundum similitudinem S. Abacuch, as far as the city of 
8. Brendan (viz.) Cluai:nferta; and Saint Brendan, foreseeing the 
arrival of S. Ita, went to meet her out of his own Chur~h with 
the Communion of the Lord, abroad in the yard (atri6). And the 117 
Saint of God humbled (dirnissague Sancta Dei in terram; :iirnissus 
signifies sent down, dropped or thrown down) to the eac , re-
ceived the Body of the Lord from the hand of S. Brendan, givi~g 
thanlrn to Christ. And t,he Saints blessing each other, the Virgin 
of God was again taken up by the Angel to her own Monastery. That 
there is a journey of three days between the Monastery f Saint 
Ita (viz.) Cluai.n-Credhail i.n the Country (in regione) of the 118 
Mumonians (Muminensium) and the City of Saint 'Brendan, viz.) 
Cluainferta 1n the Province of the Connacians (Provincia Connacht
orum) is evident, through which the Saintese of God was conducted 
and brought back by the Angel ln one hour. 

See more about her in the Life of her third alumnus, Saint 
Cumin (S. Cuminei) Bishop of Cluainfert at 12th November, and 
with Saint Cumin (S. Cumineum) of Connor in his book on the eu
logies of the Chief Saints of Ireland, (de elogiis praecipuorum 
Saactorum Hi berniae) where among other things he relatef: of her 
that she was so much "given to genuflections and vigils without 
intermission, that she never inclined her head to her pillow," 119 
and with Saint Alchuinus Flaccus in a certain poem of ·son the 
very numerous holy Virgins of our country, which in e lasted-
i tions of it ( ejus, or of him? viz. , the author) is err,:meously 
read tbus:-

Virginibus saeris presens haec ara dicata est urbes 
Quarum elara fuit Scotorum fama per Ita fidelis: 
Brigidae Sancta femina, Christo simul ministrer:t 
Hae nobis saltem suffragia sancta 

for the penultimate verse is seemingly to be thus rest ~ed:-
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Brigida, Samtna, Feme, Chrone, Schire, Ita, Fid.elis, 

For that it ought to ·be thus restored is obvious. Firstly 
because otherwise the verse would be deficient in its numbers 120 
and in sense. Seeondly, because the fame of thase virgins was 
truly noble (Clara, clear, bright, evident. The two last mean-
ings seem the more applicable) throughout the Cities of the 
Scoti in Ireland in the time of Alchuinus, in which their festi
vals are with solemnity celebrated; (the festival) of Brigid on 
the 1st of February; (that) of Samtna or Samthanna on the 19th 
of December; of Femea on the 17th of September; of Schiria on 
the 24th of March; of Chronia ::,n the ?th of .July; of Ita on the 
15th of January; of Fidelia, who is also called Fedelim 1 on the 
9th of December. Translation according to the eorrection1- 121 

"This present altar has been dedicated to holy Virgins whose 
fame shone bright throughout the Cities of the Scoti. Brigid, 
Samtna, Feme, Chrone, Schire, Ita, Fidelia. May these afford to 
us, at least their suffrages.• 

AA. 88. p.334, Col.2. 
Note 7 to the Life of Saint Cellacus or Kellacus. 

14th February. 

At this Note the Annals of the 4 Masters are quoted, from 
which the following quotation is given thust-

"Anno 833. Cellachus Finnaehtae Abbas de Kill-Ithe, obiit 
1'11111s.• 

Archdall's Mon. Hib., V.11, R.I.A., p.419. 
Cluain Cbredhuil, or Kilita. 

Situated at the foot of the Mounte.ln Luachra in Hua-Conail
Gabhra (a Territory in the south of the Barony of Conillo) we 

122 

123 

are told that an Abbey (high in repute) was founded here by S. Ita 
alias Mida, a descendant of the royal blood of Munster, who died 
15th January, 569. She is said to have wrought many miracles and 
her festival is still solemnized (AA. SS. page 69, 73, 74 & Index). 

Sough'e Camden, R.I.A. 
Cluain Ghredail Castle Mac Eneiry. 

In the Barony of Conillo a.t Castle Mac Eneiry, forrnerl:y the 
seat of Mac Eneiry, are thA rujns of a very large Monastery ~nd 
some other buildings, which sufficiently evince ~he piety, dignity 
and splendor of tha.t ancient family (ib. ex O'Halloran). Saint 
Ita or Mida of the royal blood of Munster is said to have founded 
a famous Abbey at Cluain Chreduil or Kilita, at the foot of the 
Mountain Lua.era, (ib). 

This is ~11 f'ud_ge! J.O'D. 

124 
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Laniga.n•s Ecclesiastical History, Vol.II, page 29:-

To atone for the death of a person who had been drowned in 
the sea and to which Brendan feared he had involuntarily contrib
uted he js said to have gone, by the advice of St. Ita* tc Britain, 
by whiah is to be understood not Great Britain, but Brittany. 

* (p.32) This celebrated Virgin, of whom more will be seen 
hereafter, was greatly attached to St. Brendan and seems to have 
been a relation (p.33) of his. Her Nunnery of Cluain-Credhail, 
in the west of the Uo. of Limerick was near the place where Bren
dan was born. It is said that when he was a year old Bishop Ercus 
placed him under her care and that he was reared by her for five 
years. If ther~ be any truth in this narrative, it must be under
stood of some t.ime when Bt. Ita was still young, and before she 
was old enough to preside over a nunnery. For if we were to 
suppose that she was governing it when Saint Brendan was only a 

1; 

year old, viz., ln the year 485, it will follow that she must 12f 
have been born as far baek as, at least, 460; whereas it will be 
admitted that as Abbess she could not have been less than twenty 
five years of age. Now, as St. Ita died in 570, it would follow 
that she lived to the extraordinary age 110, for which we have 
no authority. Accordingly, what is said of the infant Brendan 
having ceen reared in her nunnery cannot stand, and indeed the 
whole matter, however explained, is very doubtful although it is 
certain that a great intimacy existed between these two Saints. 

(p.81) St. Ita who may justly be called the St. Brigid of Mun
ster, was of the princely house of the Desii or Nandesi in the now 
Co. of Waterford. Her father's name was Kennfoelad, her mother's 
Necta .. They were Christians, as appears from St. tta having been 
baptized in her childhood. The time of her birth is not recorded 
but it must have heen some years prior to A.D. 484 if it be true 
that she had for some time under her care Brendan of Clonfert 12'i 
when an infant. Yet unless we are to suppose that she lived to 
an extraordinary great age (p.82) only a few years can be all-
QWed for this priority of birth and on the whole it may be laid 
down that she was born about the year 480. From her earliest 
year she appeared animated with the Holy Spirit, observing be-
sides other religious duties even the fasts prescribed bJ the 
Church, and displayed an extraordinary degree of modesty, 
sedateness B,nd suavtty of temper. It is related that while she 
was still young a room in which she was asleep seemed to be all 
in a blaze, and that some persons who hastened to extlnguieh 
what they thought to be fire, found it uninjured and observed 
Ita. on awal{ening to exhibit an Angelical form of exquisite beauty. 

Having reached the age fit for choosing a perrnanent state of 128 
life she applied to her mother and after expatiating or, the divi.ne 
commandments requested of her to procure her father's permissiorl to 
consecrate herself to Christ. The mother acted according to her 
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request, but the father obstinately refused to comply her 
wish, particularly as a noble and powerful young man just 
made him a proposal of obtaining her in marriage. Ita "then said 
to some people about her: "Let my father have his ,:>v1i:1 way for 
a wbile, I tell you that he will soon not only permit me, but 
order me to give myself up to Ghrist and wi.1.l allow me to go 
whi tbersoever I plefase for the purpost; of serving God." Not long 
after she fasted foe three days and nights, during which time she 
was assailed with constant attacks of the enemy of mankino., which 129 
she resisted with invincible firmness. On the third night her 
father was admonis"i:1ed in a. vision not to oppose her inclination any 
longer and accordingly, without loss of time, after informing her 
of what had occurred to him, he advised her to take the veil imm-
edi~tely. Matters being thus settled she repaired to Church 
and was there in due form clothed with the veil and enrolled in 
the list of consecrated virgins (1). Some time after she prayed 
the Almighty to direct her in what (p.83) place she might best 
serve him, and was instructed in a vision to proceed to the Terr
itory of Hy-Conaill and to remain in the western part of it at 
the foot of the Mountain Luachra (2). Thither she went and fixed 
her res:i.dence in a retired spot called Cluafr1-Credhuil, where she 
was soon visited by a number of pious maidens who flocked from 
all partR of thA territory to place themselves under her direc- 130 
tion. Thus her nunnery was established in a short time, and it 
was most probably the first in that part of Ireland (3}~ 

Rotes. 

(1) Life, Cap.5. It is not improbable that Saint Declan of 
Ardmore was the Bishop from whom she received the veil. The time 
of her receiving it seems to have been in the early part of the 
sixth century and when Declan presided over the Nandesi Country. 

(2) Luachra was rather a name of the district in which that 
mountain is, than of the mountain itself (See Note 84 to Chapter 
VI). A part of Hy-Conaill was so called, apparently from its 
a.bounding in rushes. The Barony of Cormello or Conni 11c in the 
County (p.84) of Limerick is the ancient Hy-Conaill, or at least 
a part of it. The southern division of this Barony, or Upper 
Oonnello, was distinguished by t11e addi tj onal name Gaura, being 
called Hy-Conaill Gaura, and in a western part of this traet 
Saint Ita formed her establishment. 

(3) We may be allowed to suppose tha~ the want of a similar 131 
institution in those western parts was, in the order of Provi-
dence, the cause of St. Ita having been directed to settle there. 
Nunneries and establishments for the education of females had in 
all appearance been formed already in her own country, particu-
lary as Saint Brigid had been there for some time. 
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II. The Chieftain and other principal persons of Hy-Conaill, 
on being informed of the extraordinary sanctity of Saint Ita waited 
upon her and offered to her a large tract of land around the house 
for the support of her establishment. She refused to accept of 
more than a small spot sufficient for a garden. As another instance 
other disinterestedness it is related that a wealthy man having 
laid before her as an offering a considerable sum of money. which 
he could not induce her to receive, she happened to touch it and 
then called for water to wash the hand which had been defiled as 1$ 
it were by the contact of corruptible silver. She carried abstin
ence and fasting to such a pitch that it is said she was cautioned 
by an angel to be less abstemious for the future, and not exhaust 
her frame by such excessive austerity. Several miracles, some of 
which are of an extraordinary kind, have been attributed to her. 
One of them is said to have been performed on a man called Feargus, 
whom she delivered by her prayers from excruciating pains in his 
eyes and whole body which brought hlm almost to the last extremity. 
She was favoured with the gift of prophecy and with the knowledge 
of persons whom she had never seen, and of distant and secret 
occurrences. When Columbanus, a Leinster Bishop, was on his way 
to pay (p.85) her a visit without his having given her a:iy previous 
notice of it, she ordered an entertainment to be prepared and on 
his arrival sent to ask for his Episcopal benediction before she 
could have known in an ordinary manner that he was a Bishop, and 133 
mentioned other circumstances which she could not have been app-
rized of except by supernatural means. A theft had been committed 
in a nunnery at a. place called Direo-Chuisgrigh*. One cf the nuns 
was unjustly accused of it, but as the matter was very cbscure the 
Abbess an..d the whole community waited upon St. Ita to consult her. 
She immediately declared that the nun charged with the theft was 
innocent, and told them who was the guilty one. 

* (p.86) This place, of which no further account occurs, must 
have been, as appears from the narrative, not far from Cluain-Gredh
ail. The Nunnery there was, in all probability, a branch of Sa.int 
Ita•s institution. 

In the southwest of this Parish is situated the Commons of 134 
Claenghla.is, which is celecrated in our Annals as the Woody Fast-
ness of the Geraldines during the reign of Elizabeth. It is now 
generally called in the anglicised form Cleanglass. 

CLAONGLAISE Annals 4 Masters. 135 

"A.D. 1155. Cuilen n:=,. Claonghlaisi Tigherna Ua cr.: .. naill Gabhra. 
do thuitim la (le) hUa Cindfhaoladh, agus a mharbhadh somh fo 
ehedoir la Muintir Chuilen." 

"A.D. 1155. Cuilen of Claenglais, Lord of Hy-Cona_ll Gabhra, 
fell by the O'Kinnealy, who was immediately killed (in e enge) by 
the people of Cuilen." 
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"A.D. 1266. Mahon O'Cuilcin, Lord of Claonglaise, was 
killed by his own wife by one wound from a knife inflicted 
through jealousy." 

ttA.D. 1536. Mac Auley gained a great battle in which were 
slain the Lord of Claonglais (than a Fitzgerald) and. Fitzgibbon, 
besides a large battalion of the Clann Sheehy. Maolmurry, the 
son of 13rian Me.c Sweeny, was also slain in front of the ba~talion 
and in the rage· of the oonfliet.u 

uA.D. 1579. james, the son of Maurice Duff, who was son of 
John, who was son of Thomas, who was son of the Earl, returned 

1S6 

from Fre,nce, and it was reported that he had brought with him a. 
greater number of ships than was really the case. He landed at 117 
Oilen an Oir contiguous to Daingeen-Ui-Chuis in Kerry. At this 
time the Earl of Desmond was encamped at Cuillean-O'gCuanach 
where he had commenced to erect a Castle, and having heard of 
the arrival of this fleet in Kerry he went to see it. The Chiat 
Mareschal of the two Provinces of Munster, Arthur Carter by name, 
Master David and all the Queen's people in Munster set out to 
meet the same fleet, as did also the kinsmen of the Earl of Des
mond, viz., the two young sons of James, the son of J'ohn, who 
was son of Thomas, viz., John and James Oge. These had formed 
a confederacy with James, the son of Maurice, and they had mad.e 
an attack by night upon the Mareschal and. Master David at Tralee 158 
and had beheaded them while asleep on their beds. They had then 
bro-:.:ight James ashore and both repa,ired to the woods of Claon-
glaise and Ooillmor. James soon after the landing set from 
these woods upon his first expedition accompanied by all his 
cavalry and infantry through the middle of 0-Conaill-Gabhra and 
Clan William, and his army proceeded to plunder the country as 
they passed along." (See Limerick a~ this year, p.45?, ~or the 
conclusion of this artiele). 

"A.D. 1580. *** (See Limerick 8.t this year, p.465, for the 
whole o:f this article):-

The Lord Chief Justice proceeded with his forces t Limerick 
and although it was cold spring weather at the time, layed 
only one week in that tmvn arranging his military Ordnaur:e and lSt 
proauring provisions for his soldiers. Thence he proce 
south west by Deise-Beag and Magh Maighreach, &,net at 
pitched his camp in Hy-Coni.llo. He sent forth loose mar2n:tding 
parties into Co ill-Mor, into the woods of Claonglaise aiv.1 into 
the wilds of Delge. These marauders wheresoever they ,3ea 
shewed mercy ~o neither the strong nor the weak. It wa~ 
wonderful that they ld llea. people able to bear a.rms; 
killed blind and decrep1d men, women, boys and girls; ok per-
sons and idiots and old peep le. T carrted thei.r pre,· er 
to the Chief Just ice' :s camp, ra2,n:y Engl i s\·,men havi .. ';_ t by 140 
thes·e plunderers to convey them." 
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•A.D. 158:!.. John, the son of James, who was sorl of John, 
marched with a.n ~rmy in the month of May eastwards across the 
Suire and totally destroyed the towns lying eBst of that river, 
viz., Ardmaile and the Mona2tery of Athassel; he then returned 
HCI·oss the Suire with great spoils and bvoty, but was over-taken 
by a very strong and numerous body o·f forces. He cc,ntinued re
s~lutely c~rrying away the spoils as long as he was able, but 
was aftt,rwa.rd;, obliged to stand and come t::: 21.r: engagement, in 
which he destroyed murt: th~n three nundred uf his pursuers bo·:·.h 141 

.by drowning and slaying. John (then) carried off the spoil in 
triumph to the haunts in the woods of Claonglais (Uleanglass) 
and Coill Mor, Where he was wont to abide." 

Annals Innisfallen:- 142 

"A.D. 1178. Loch-Gair (now •Lough-Gur) was pl,mdered by 
o•Coilean of Claonglais.• 

The name O'Coile!in iR now anglicised Collins in the neigh
bourhood of Newcastle and Abbeyf~a1e, where they are still very 
numerous. 

The antiquities of the Parish of Killeedy were 
examined and described ty me. 

J. O'Donovan. 

, A 'I. 


